was then, in all probability, that Anne Boleyn came over with
him ; for, though she had been in England in 1522, yet she did
not stay long but returned into the service of Claude, queen of
France, where she continued till that queen died, which was in
15 24, and then went into the duchess of Alenson's service, which
she left probably at this time. Soon after her coming into England,
she was taken into Queen Catherine's court, where the Lord Piercy
courted her, and was upon the point of marrying her had not
Cardinal Wolsey, by the king's order, prevented it; and, as the
same author assures us, it was not till after the cardinal's return
from France, which was on the last day of September, 15 27, that
the king opened his affection for Anne Boleyn to him.

Why then do the papists pretend to say, that the king would
never have had thoughts of a divorce, or scruples against his first
marriage, had not his unlawful passion for Mrs. Boleyn prompted
him to them ? Whereas it is plainly proved that the king's scruples
were infused in him from his infancy, on the justest grounds ;
that they were revived in him three years before they were made
public, and that they were commonly talked of, and a new match
contrived for him to the duchess of Alenson, before Anne Boleyn
appeared at court. All which will still appear more clearly in the
ensuing letters. But, before I make any remarks on these, I must
first give a short account of the king's negotiations at Rome, with-
out which some of them cannot be understood. In the end of
1527, the king solicited the pope for a commission to judge the
validity of his marriage with Queen Catherine, which after some
time was obtained in a bull, dated the i3th of April, 1528, im-
powering Cardinal Wolsey, with the archbishop, or any other
English bishop to judge the marriage. But this was not made
use of; perhaps because it was thought that a stranger ought to
be employed, that the proceeding might be more impartial. So a
new commission was desired, and obtained, bearing date the
6th of June, in which the cardinals Wolsey and Campegio (an
Italian) were appointed joint legates to judge the marriage.

And, to make this the surer, there was a pollicitation (or promise)
procured on the 23rd of July, 1528, That the pope would never
inhibit or revoke this commission to judge the marriage; and a
decretal bull, which contained an absolute decision of the cause,
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